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contrition of flesh and spirit and purifying of habit.
Every night he visited the basilicas of the saints
which are within the monastery of St. Martin,1
washing himself clean of his sins with heavy groans.
When the solemnity of the Hesurreetion of the
Lord was accomplished, on the night of the
Ascension he fell on his bed, oppressed with languor
even unto death, and could not speak. On the
third day before his departure he sang with ex-
ultant voice his favourite antiphon, f O key of
David/ and recited the verses mentioned above.
On the day of Pentecost, the matin office having
been performed, at the very hour at which he had
been accustomed to attend masses, at opening dawn,
the holy soul of Albinus is2 released from the body,
and by the ministry of the celestial deacons, having
with them the first martyr Stephen and the arch-
deacon Laurence, with an army of angels, he is
led to Christ, whom he loved, whom he sought;
and in the bliss of heaven he has for ever the
fruition of the glory of Him whom in this world
he so faithfully served/*

The Annals of Pettau enable us to fill in some
details of Alcuin's death* Pettau was not far
from Salzburg, and therefore the monastery was
likely to be well informed. Arno of Salzburg,
Alcum's great admiration and his devoted personal
friend, would see to it that in his neighbourhood
all ecclesiastics knew the details. The seizure on
the occasion of his falling on his bed was a para-
lytic stroke. It occurred, according to the Annals

i See p. 211.

3 The biographer here passes in a telling manner to the
present tense.